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Izapa Mexico's Stelae Portray Ancient Maya 
Cycle of Birth, Life, & Afterlife

by Cheryl Norman  
(The legacy of V. Garth Norman lives on.)

The Izapa, Mexico Temple Observatory was created at 
14.8° North  Latitude with astronomical alignments 
to the eastern Mount Tajamulco sun, moon, and star 
rises. The Solstices (June & December) and  Equinoxes 
(September & March) were observed. However, the 
most  important alignments were to the Suns Zenith 
Passages on two separate  dates: August 13 and April 
30. There are 260 DAYS between these two  dates 
symbolizing the human gestation time for a baby. 
The ancient  Olmecs (1500 BC) and Maya (550 BC) 
wanted their babies to survive  at birth, so they created 
the 260-Day Creation calendar to copy the  animals 
mating and birthing seasons: Mate in the Fall and have 
babies in  the Spring when rain causes food to grow for 
mothers and babies to  survive.

The planet Venus is often called the “Morning Star” 
and the “Evening Star”. It reflects the suns light in 
a 584 day cycle. At Izapa, the Venus Morning Star 

rises in the East on Mount Tajumulco. To the ancient 
Maya, this VENUS MORNING STAR symbolized 
their great god Quetzalcoatl.

Izapa, Mexico’s famous Stela 5 “Tree of Life” 
monument depicts the  ancient Maya cycle of life with 

Artistic rendering

Fig. 1 - Izapa Plaza B stelae align from the base of the north 
pyramid to the Venus morning star rising in the east on 

Mount Tajumulco every 584 days.
VIDEO:  https://youtu.be/Y6JNhj8OqK0



Fig. 2 - Izapa Stela 5 was created by the Izapan Mayans 
(ca 400-350 BC) with Babylonian & Egyptian cubits. 
The SPIRAL in the upper left corner, below the two fish 
represents FAMILY: ONE ETERNAL ROUND. 
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the BLUE water descending from  heaven on the 
right=Birth. The BLUE water at the bottom=Life on 
the  earth. The Evaporation glyphs on the upper left 

represent the spirit of a  dead man that ascends back 
into the heavens from where he came. 

Fig 4.  Timeline data provided by Dr. John Clark of Brigham Young University. 

Re-birth 
Resurrection 

World without end  
Maya view of immortality

Fig. 3 - Mayan depiction of re-birth, resurrection, 
world without end and the Maya view of mortality

VIDEO:  https://youtu.be/Y6JNhj8OqK0


